

1
NBHA New Brunswick Rules

Special Note:
Rules alone cannot cover all possible situations that may arise during a show, nor can they answer all questions. In cases that are not precisely regulated by a rule, it is the responsibility of the District Director (or the person of their choosing) to make a reasonable and objective decision.

Rules for Non-NBHA classes

Includes: Little Wranglers, Over 19/ Under 49 Barrels, Green as Grass Barrels, Novice Barrels, Buckle Series, and Pole Bending

Little Wranglers (Barrels and Poles):
For riders 10 and under as of January 1st of the competition year.
- Two divisions: Solo and Lead Line riders will be placed separately.
- Riders may not enter other classes.
- Payouts will be awarded proportionately to each division. Example: if 40% of the riders are solo 40% of the total prize money will be awarded to solo riders and 60% will be awarded to the lead line entrants.

Barrel Classes:
a) No Time will be given for an off pattern or a knocked barrel. (if this occurs feel free to complete the pattern, but do not start over or take excessive time to school your horse)
b) When a participant first crosses the timer line, time will begin, and this will constitute an attempt at a run.
c) Crossing the timer line after a run will also result in a NO TIME (example: crossing the line while circling after a run)
d) You will have 1 minute to cross the timer line and start your run once your name is called and it is safe to enter the arena.
Little Wranglers are excluded from rules c and d*


Over/Under Barrels:
For riders between the ages of 19 and 49 as of January 1st of the competition year.

Green as Grass and Novice Barrels:
Although the classes run together, they are placed separately. A horse and rider team may not enter both classes. Points in these classes will freeze upon graduation (they will no longer be forfeited). 

Green as Grass Barrels:
-NBHA New Brunswick’s rules align with NBHA Canada’s rules for Green as Grass Barrels, which is for GREEN RIDERS specifically.
-Riders that have won more than $1000 total in their lifetime barrel racing can NOT enter GAG. *Please note that is $1000 on any horse, anywhere, with any club, or even fun shows.
-Any rider that has not won $1000 may enter.
-There are two ways to graduate from GAG. One is winning over that $1000. The other is running a time within 1.5 seconds of the open winner that day.

Novice Barrels:
This is for new horse and rider partnerships.
-This class is open to any rider with a new horse who has won over $1000 or does not qualify for GAG.
-Once the RIDER AND HORSE COMBINATION accumulates more than $500 in the Novice class they will no longer be eligible to enter.
	* This rule differs from the 2025 season. If a team has already graduated Novice under the previous rule, that graduation remains valid and they may not reenter the class.

Buckle Series
- There will be 3 races
- Points will only be given NBHA- NB members
- It will use the standard NBHA 3D format for splits and payouts.

Poles: New This Year:
Open and Green as Grass Poles will run as one combined class and will be placed separately (like Green and Novice currently). Please be advised a horse and rider team may not enter both classes.

Pole Bending:
a) No Time will be given for an off pattern
b) A 5 second penalty will be added for each knocked pole
c) When a participant first crosses the timer line, time will begin and this will constitute an attempt at a run.
d) Crossing the timer line after a run will also result in a NO TIME.
e) You will have 1 minute to cross the timer line and start your run once your name is called and it is safe to enter the arena.
Little Wranglers are excluded from rules d and e*

Green as Grass Poles:
A team (horse and rider combination) will graduate from this class if their time is below 26.5 seconds. Points will freeze upon graduation (they will no longer be forfeited).

Drags:
Drags will be done after every 5 draw numbers for Barrels and Every 10 draw numbers for poles. Drags will not be done during Little Wranglers unless deemed necessary.


General Rules and Information

Helmets:
Helmets are required for all riders under the age of 19 as of January 1st 2026.

Dress code:
Competitors must wear western attire or NBHA apparel. Allowances may be made based on weather conditions. Western attire is required at finals.

Ties for Year-end awards:
In the event of a tie for year end awards, the tie will first be broken by comparing the frequency with which each competitor earned points in the applicable class and division. If the tie remains unresolved it will then be broken by comparing the total dollar amount earned by each competitor in that class and division. *This differs from the 2024 and 2025 season*

Points:
Only NBHA New Brunswick (NB01) members are eligible to earn points in any class. Points will be calculated as though non-members did not compete.

Exhibition Runs/ Time-onlys:
In place of exhibition runs time-onlys will be offered. Each rider will have an allotted amount of time in the arena to use as they wish (60 seconds for Barrels and 90 seconds for Poles). You must exit the arena in a timely manner when your time is up. They will run during a designated time period. If time remains after all registered riders, additional may be purchased at the gate. There will still be a running order.
Please note: If you are asked to exit the arena (when your time is up) 3 times there will be a $20 fine. If the fine is not paid that weekend it will be deducted from your payout.
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